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Important Dates: 

Nov. 28   Nov/Dec Preschool
Board Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
Dec 7:  Lessons and Carols
service for the 3's, 4's and 5K
at 9:30 in the church. 
Dec. 10/11: Preschool
Christmas Story for the 2's,
3's, 4's and 5K and Birthday
Cake for Jesus.  
Dec. 12: MW MDO and 2's
Christmas Parties in the
classrooms at 12:15 p.m. 
Dec. 13: TTH MDO and 2's
Christmas Parties in the
classrooms at 12:15 p.m.
Dec. 14: 3's, 4's and 5K
Christmas Parties in the
classrooms at 12:15 p.m.  No
Tigger Time.
Dec. 17 - Jan. 3: No School -
Christmas Holidays .
Jan. 4:  Teacher Workday -
No School for children
Jan. 7: School Resumes
Jan. 9: Online registration for
St. Stephen's members
currently enrolled and siblings.
Jan. 10: Online registration

Director's Corner
We have a busy month planned for your little ones. Lots of fun
crafts to make, Christmas parties, Lessons and Carols, and
Christmas Chapel.  Lessons and Carols will be on December 7 at
9:30 in the church for the threes, fours, and fives.  The children
will be telling the Christmas story through songs and scriptures. 
Family and friends are invited.  It will be a wonderful day to
remember the reason for the season.  The children won't need a
costume but are welcome to wear Christmas colors.
 
We will have a Christmas adventure in Chapel on December 10-11
with a birthday party
for Jesus!  Preschool
children (2's-5K) should
come dressed as one
of the nativity
characters on their
chapel day. Please
keep it simple!  It's
amazing what you can
do with a bathrobe or
bath towel.  This
event is just for the
children and teachers.  Sorry, but parents are not invited to this
one.  We'll take lots of pictures though.
  
March 8 will be the date of our Casino Royale Fundraiser.  Please
save the date!  We will have fabulous food, silent and live
auctions, casino games, and lots of fun!  This is an adults only

event so go ahead and
book your babysitter now
because you will not want
to miss this awesome
night!  Ticket
information will be
coming soon!  If you'd
like to donate something
to our auction, please let
me know!  Gift
certificates, gift
baskets, art work,
jewelry, and vacation
homes make great
auction items!  This year
all the proceeds from the
fundraiser will go

towards playground equipment for the lower playground.  The upper
playground is scheduled to be replaced over Christmas break.  We
are so excited about the new equipment and the addition of swings
for the older classes.



 for non-members currently
enrolled and siblings.
Jan. 16: Preschool Board
meeting at 6:15 p.m. in room
139 - all welcome!
Jan. 21:  No School - Martin
Luther King Day
Jan. 22: Online registration
for St. Stephen's members not
currently enrolled at 10 a.m.
Jan. 23: Online registration
for all others at 10 a.m.
Jan. 22-25:  Preschool
Parent/Teacher Conferences

Registration  for
2019-20

Registration for the 2019-20

school year will be as

follows:

 
Tuesday, Jan. 8: 
  Church & School Staff and
Preschool  Board members.
Wednesday, Jan. 9: 
  Currently enrolled St.
Stephen's members and
siblings.
Thursday, Jan. 10:  
  All others currently
enrolled and siblings.
Monday, Jan.22: 
  St. Stephen's members not
currently enrolled.

Tuesday, Jan.23:
  All others. 

 
This year we will be once
again be using an online
registration system. More
information will be coming
regarding the specifics of the
online system.  All currently
enrolled and their siblings
are guaranteed a place in the
program.  Choice of days is
based on first come-first
serve basis.  Look for more
information and registration
forms to download on our
website

(www.ssepreschool.org) in

December.  
 

Teacher
Highlights

This month we'll learn more
about Miss Marianne, Miss
Vanessa, Miss Lee and Miss

 
Teacher Wishes are usually a part of our Annual Fundraiser but this
year we are moving wishes to December.  This will give the
children more time to play with the items that you donate to the
classroom.  So this is how it works.... the teachers have made a
list of some things they would like for the classroom. Watch for the
"Teacher Wishes" email in your inbox this week.  All you have to do
is select an item from the list and send in a check for the amount. 
I'll do all the shopping so it's super easy for you!  All the wish list
items should be here when the children return to school in
January.  What a fun surprise for the teachers and the children!
 
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year is coming up in
January.  Please be thinking about what days you would like for
next year.  If you know of anyone that is looking for a preschool,
please send them to our website for information and make sure
they contact me to schedule a tour!
 
Leslie
 
 

School News
Many Thanks to: 

Liz Tucker and Beth Perrine for all their hard work with our
Scholastic Book orders.
All moms who substitute - we are so thankful for you!
Charlotte McCleery, Jane Emanuelsen, Ellen Duncan, Clark
Leeth, Alicia Varner, Liz Tucker, Shena Brown, Rachel Holt
and Leslie Hardwick for decorating and setting up for the 3's
Feast and  Program. Also, a big thanks to all the families
who donated food for the feast!

Finances 
 
Just a reminder that your December tuition will be the same
amount as it is in other months.  In our budgeting process, we
determine the amount of annual tuition that is required and then
divide that total amount by nine (9) to arrive at your monthly
tuition.  Regular tuition, monthly Early Bird tuition and monthly
Tigger Time tuition is due by the first of each month and
considered late if not received in the preschool office by the 10th
of the month.   The late payment fee is now $25 and will be added
to your accounts for payments received after the late date.   For
those of you who prepaid the first half of the year's tuition in
September, please note that the second payment will be due by 
January 15, 2019. You will be sent a reminder by the beginning of
January as to the amount of the final payment.

Thanks to all for being prompt with your payments and making my
job easier!  - Mary Ann

Drop-in Days
Just a reminder that we offer drop-in days for students in the
Young 2's and up for the days in which they are not normally in
school.  Drop-in Days are offered Monday through Thursday and the
price is $25/day.  To sign-up, call (967-6317) or email
(leslie@ssechurch.org).  Remember there are a limited number
of shopping days before school is out for Christmas!

http://www.ssepreschool.org/


Monica

Vanessa Alfano
TTH Young
Toddlers

Pets:  2 cats -Little & Leo
Tea or coffee:  Both
Favorite Sweet Treat:
Chocolate Nuts
Soup or Salad:  Salad
Bacon or Sausage:  Sausage
How many times have 
you moved?:     5
Indoors or outdoors:  Both
Play an instrument?:  No
Favorite ice cream flavor:   
Coffee/toffee
Can't live without:  Beauty
counter lipgloss and my apple
watch
Childhood career choice: 
Teacher
On my bucket list:  Disney
Paris

Lee McAnally 
MWF 3's

Pets:  Cat
Tea or coffee:  Both
Favorite Sweet Treat: Trader
Joe's Dark Chocolate PB cup
Soup or Salad:  Both
Bacon or Sausage:  Bacon
How many times have 
you moved?:     5
Indoors or outdoors:  Outdoors
Play an instrument?:  No
Favorite ice cream flavor:   
Salted caramel

Reminders
Off-season extra clothes will be sent home the last week of
school before the Christmas holidays.  Please replace these
with clothes for cold weather.  Label everything!  
We like to go outside and enjoy the fresh air whenever the
weather permits so please send labeled sweaters and
jackets with your child to school. 
Please let us know if your child will be out of school.  Call
anytime at 967-9317 or e-mail Leslie at
leslie@ssechurch.org. 
Our program follows the Mountain Brook School System for
inclement weather only.  We have our own unique calendar
that is approved by the Preschool Board each year taking
into account the various school systems that are
represented at our school. If the preschool closes for
weather, you will be notified by School Cast through e-mails,
texts and phone calls.  School Cast is a rapid alert and
notification system.

Early Birds and Tigger Time 

Early Birds  
Thank you for bringing your child to Early Birds.  We enjoy having
them and are here every morning at 8 a.m.  You can drop off your
child for a fee of $8 per morning or sign-up in advance for fixed
days at a reduced rate. You can save 25% by purchasing our 5 for
$30 EB special!  Payment is due on the day of drop-off!

At Early Birds the older children play in the Rec Room and the
babies, creepers and toddlers play in Miss Elaine's room.

Early Birds is open to all ages from 8:00 to 9:00, Monday through
Friday and will be available on the last morning before the
Christmas break, December 14th.

Thanks and can't wait to see you at Early Birds!
               -Miss Jennifer, Miss Monica and Miss Elaine

Tigger Time  
 
We've really been busy this holiday season enjoying each other's
company and being thankful for the time we spend together in
Tigger Time.  If you are not a regular Tigger and your child is in
Old 2's or older, you can drop in any day for a fee of $10 per day. 
Please call the office or email Leslie if you'd like to drop in. 
Payment is due on the day of drop-in!  If you don't want to have to
worry about paying each time you drop-in and also save 20%, you
can take advantage of our 5 for $40 TT special and Mary Ann will
keep track of your visits!  With the holiday season upon us, this is
a great way to take care of those holiday to-do lists!  The children
really do enjoy getting to play with those of other ages!

 
Miss Jennifer's Young 2's will be eligible to stay for Tigger Time
beginning in January.
 
Please note that the last day for Tigger Time is Thursday,
December 13th. There will be no Tigger Time on Friday,
December 14th.
 
 - Miss Jennifer and Miss Beth 



Dream Car: Subaru minivan
but they don't make one!
Can't live without:  Chocolate
Childhood career choice: 
Artist
On my bucket list:  Visit all the
national parks

Marianne Howell
Storytime

Pets:  Cat - Socks; Dog -
yorkimix - Rags
Tea or coffee:  Coffee
Favorite Sweet Treat: Skittles
Soup or Salad:  Salad
Bacon or Sausage:  Bacon
How many times have 
you moved?:    City to City - 3
; Within Bham - 3
Indoors or outdoors:  Indoors
Play an instrument?:  No
Favorite ice cream flavor:   
Moose Tracks
Dream Car: Infiniti SUV
Can't live without:  Books
Childhood career choice: 
 Doctor
On my bucket list:  Travelling
within the US

Monica Ishee 
 M-F 4's

Pets:  Kitty - Scarlett
Tea or coffee:  Both
Favorite Sweet Treat:
Brownies
Soup or Salad:  Salad
Bacon or Sausage:  Bacon
How many times have 

Mother's Day Out
Babies and Creepers

We are moving right along and are so proud of how much our little

ones have grown.  Several are walking and we can't wait to see how

much they will grow and change over the holidays!  For those who

have younger children in the MDO program and also have older

ones who go through the carpool line, please make sure you pick up

your child from MDO first and then pick up your older child in

carpool.

We enjoy the courtyard outside so please make sure you send

coats, hats and other cold weather gear with your child each day! 

We won't go outside when it is frigid or raining outside but we do

go out as much as we can!

Thank you for sharing them with us and we wish you a Merry

Christmas and Happy New Year!

                   -Miss Alison and Miss Elaine

Babies love snack time!



you moved?:    4
Indoors or outdoors:  Indoors
Play an instrument?:  No
Favorite ice cream flavor:   
Cookie Dough
Dream Car: Mercedes GL 
Can't live without:  My family
Childhood career choice: 
Teacher
On my bucket list:  Visit Eiffel
Tower in Paris and Bora, Bora

Quick Links

Saint Stephen's Preschool

Creeper helping her friend put on his shoe!

Toddlers
 
Your children are such blessings to us! We are adjusting well to
school and sharing with our friends. What a difference a couple of
months makes! We are all looking forward to turning two this year.
Feel free to send sugar cookies or other special treat, and we will
celebrate your child's special day after lunch.
 
We love our time outside in the courtyard and look forward to
going to the big playground beginning in January. Please remember
to send warm coats because we will go out as long as it's not
raining or too frigid. We are learning to hold crayons and paint
brushes and are so excited about doing our artwork!
 
Thank you for sharing your precious little ones with us! Hope you
have a Merry Christmas!
     - Miss Kim, Miss May, Miss Wanda and Miss Vanessa

MW Toddlers getting ready for 
Creative Movement next year!

http://www.ssepreschool.org/


MW Toddlers checking out the STEAM garden!

Miss Vanessa's OT showing off
 their Halloween costumes!

Miss May's OT class love playing
 basketball in the Rec Room!

Preschool
2's



November was such a busy month.  We learned to recognize the
color brown and the rectangle shape.  We also learned all about
Thanksgiving and the Native Americans.  Our headbands and
necklaces were so much fun to make!  At our Thanksgiving share
we used our place mats that we made, and enjoyed eating all the
yummy food that everyone brought to share.

December is quickly approaching and will be full of lots of fun
things as well.  We will make lots of fun crafts and decorations for
your tree and will learn about the true reason for the season. We
will act out the Christmas story on December 10th & 11th (we come
dressed as someone from the first Christmas).  Our class
Christmas parties will be December 12th & 13th. Have a Happy
Holiday and we will see you next year!
            -Miss Donna and Miss Jennifer 

Miss Jennifer's Young Twos getting
 ready for their Halloween Parade!

Miss Donna's Old 2's enjoying the fall weather
and their Thanksgiving Feast!



2's having fun on Friday Play Day!

3's
 
Hello from the 3's!

We hope this newsletter finds you staying well and enjoying fall.
We have been super busy this month learning all about the changes
in the weather, the seasons, and harvest time. Also, introduced
were the letters Nn,Tt,Ii and pilgrims, Indians and the the meaning
of Thanksgiving. Your sweet children have all shared with us what
they are thankful for. They are such blessings to us! Thank you so
much for sharing them. Our program/feast was a wonderful
success, and we are so proud of your children for making it so.
Thank you all for helping to organize, coming to watch and sharing
in the Thanksgiving feast.
 
I can't believe December is just around the corner! We will have an
active and exciting two weeks before our Christmas break starts.
Your children will be introduced to the letters Cc for Christmas and
candy cane and the letter Jj for Jesus. During this time together
the boys and girls will learn about the Christmas spirit, the birth of
Baby Jesus, and God's gift to us though his birth. Our classes, with
the older boys and girls will put on a Lessons and Carols service for
families to attend on December 7th. On December 10th & 11th, the
2's, 3's, and 4's will have the opportunity to dress up as nativity
characters and reenact the Christmas Story. We will end with a
birthday party for Baby Jesus. More information will come to you as
we get closer to these dates. Our 3's Christmas parties will be on
Friday, the 14th.
 
Thank you again for sharing your children with us. They are such
blessings, and we are so thankful to be a part of their lives.

Happy Holidays!

    -Miss Beth, Miss Lee and Miss Rosemary



Miss Lee's 3's,

Miss Rosemary's 3's and

Miss Beth's 3's are ready for their
Thanksgiving Program! 
We hope you enjoyed it!

4's  

The Fours are having a wonderful and very busy year. We are
learning expected kindergarten skills and behaviors. We are having
a lot of fun learning letters, letter sounds, writing our names, and
math skills. The fours work on daily centers designed to support
our curriculum. The kids enjoy this fun approach to learning.

This month, we are studying the letters  I, T, and S. We have been
discussing the Thanksgiving story including the Pilgrim families
who left England and came to our country on a ship called the
Mayflower. We  also learned about Squanto and the Native
Americans who helped the Pilgrims hunt, plant crops, and find food
so they could survive their first year in America. We made head
dresses, necklaces, and place mats for our classroom Thanksgiving
feasts. Thank you to the parents for providing the food for our



feast!

Friday, December 7th, we will have our Lesson and Carols program
at 9:30 in the Nave. We ask that your child wear holiday clothing
that day, it can be holiday colors or an outfit with seasonal
patterns on it.

Monday and Tuesday, December 10th & 11th, we will participate in
a nativity scene in chapel and birthday party for Jesus. Your day
will depend on your class, so check the calendar your teacher sends
home. This will be the day that you send your child to school
dressed as a nativity character. Your teacher will answer any
questions you have but for example, boys wear a robe with a crown
or girls wear all white with a halo. Feel free to dress as any
character from the nativity scene.

Friday, December 14th, have your children wear Christmas
pajamas and we will have our classroom book exchange/party from
10:00-10:30 a.m. This will be a fun filled day filled with holiday
cheer and celebrating Christ's birthday. During all the busy-ness,
we should remember the miracle that is Christmas. The children
are so excited and are wide-eyed and full of joy. Thank you so
much for sharing your precious children with us.

We wish you a joyous Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

-Miss Stephanie, Miss Monica, and Miss Judy

Miss Monica's class enjoying the Ice Cream Truck and
sharing food with friends

 for their Thanksgiving Feast!



Miss Stephanie's class testing houses for the "3
Little Pigs", determining which chair is stronger for

"Goldilocks and the 3 Bears" and 
acting out "5 Little Turkeys"!

Miss Judy's 4_s version of "Friendsgiving"_ as
they celebrate Thanksgiving 

and enjoy their feast!

5K News
 
What a great time of year to be a teacher!!! I have so enjoyed
teaching your children about the first Thanksgiving. They are like
little sponges and when we play in the room or head out to the
playground it becomes apparent how much they have taken in by
watching them play. They have crossed the river (stepping stones),
gone down the waterfalls (curvy slide), climbed hills (steps),
climbed mountains (rock wall), climbed trees (green pipes
underneath the play structure), run through the forest, all of which
earned them a bead for their feather. This process earned them
the degree of warrior. We pretended to be Little Red Fox and went
on a hunt all around the building looking for deer and turkey to
bring back to our village for a feast and had a huge pow-wow
afterwards. We have built an Iroquois Longhouse in our classroom
which would have been similar to the ones the Native Americans
lived in when the Pilgrims arrived at Plymouth Rock. We also have
a tepee which was used by the Plains Indians. We built fires in each



one of the Native American homes to stay warm during the cold fall
weather after gathering sticks and rocks out in the wilderness. Our
ponies were pretty exhausted after their long trek hunting and
gathering everything needed in order to survive as Native
Americans. We ate our feast in the Longhouse, too.

What fun we had building the Longhouse!

Enjoying our Thanksgiving Feast 
in the Longhouse!

We loved doing the Turkey Pokey!

As November comes to a close, we begin turning our attention
towards Christmas. We have a full month of activities planned in a
very short period of time. Please plan to attend our children's
service of Lessons and Carols in the Nave (Sanctuary of the church)
on Friday, December 7 at 9:30 a.m. Your children do such an
amazing job learning songs and playing musical instruments with
Miss Whitney and they get to show off all they have learned. Please
send your child to school on the 7th dressed in a Christmas colors
and come enjoy the show. On Monday the 10th, your child needs to
come to school dressed as one of the characters in the Nativity
story. This is a really beautiful learning activity just for the kids
put on by the staff of the church and directed by our own Miss
Leslie Dunlap. We have our Christmas party on Friday, the 14th



which is our last day of school until 2019. Whew! Where has 2018
gone??? Just goes to show you how time flies when you're having
fun. I am looking forward to a great month and appreciate all you
do to make 5k so wonderful. Thank you! -Miss      -Leslie

Music/Chapel
 
Our year is off to a wonderful start! In Chapel, we have been
reading stories from the Old Testament. We've learned about some
of God's friends such as Noah, David, and Daniel and how God
helped them. Our stories in October help us remember that God is
always with us, especially when we are afraid. In November, we
read stories that remind us that saying thank you is important. And
next month, we will take a journey to Bethlehem so we can
celebrate Jesus' birthday!

I hope your children have come home singing lots of the special
songs we sing in music class! We always have lots of fun singing
our Halloween favorites like Stirring the Brew! Thanksgiving means
it's time for Mr. Turkey Big and Fat! And the 3s, 4s, and 5s have
already begun working on their music for our upcoming service of
Lessons and Carols on December 7th. Please mark your calendar
and plan to join us.

I'm having a wonderful time with your precious children!

Miss Whitney

4's Practicing with Miss Whitney 
for Lessons and Carols!


